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SERMON CXXVII. 


BY BENNETT TYLER, D.D. 
PORTLAND, MAINE. 


HUMAN AND DIVINE AGENCY UNITED IN THE SALVATION OF 
THE SOUL. 


Putt. ii. 12, 13.—Work out your salvation with fear and trem 
bling ; for it is God that worketh in you to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. ~ 


Many have found it difficult to understand how human and divine 
agency are united in the work of man’s salvation. There are two 
Opposite extremes into which mankind are prone to run on this sub- 
ject. One is, to ascribe the work to God in such a sense as to ex- 
clude the agency of man. ‘The other is, to ascribe itto man in such 
a sense as to exclude the agency of God. These extremes are 
equally wide of the truth. 

That salvation is of the Lord is evident from the whole tenor of 
the Scripwres. And that man must work out his own salvation is 
equally evident. Now the question is, in what sense is this work to 
be ascribed to God; and in what sense to man? In other words, 
what does God do towards the salvation of the sinner ; and what does 
the sinner do himself ? 

It is the opinion of some, that all which God does is to provide the 
way of salvation—-to enable man to comply with the terms on which 
it is offered—and to present svitable motives to induce him to comply. 

Now it is admitted that God has done all this for all men. 

He has provided a Savior. He has so loved the world, as to give 
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him might not 
perish, but have everlasting life. Christ hath tasted death for every 
man ; and hecome the propitiation for the sins of the whole world. 

Salvation is freely offered to all. Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters. Look unto me and be ye saved. all the ends 
of the earth. Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

All men are made capable of complying with the invitations of the 
gospel ; that is, they possess-all the powers of moral agency. They 
have an understanding to perceive the rule of duty—a conscience to 
feel obligation—and a will to choose. With these powers they were 
created; and they need no new powers to render them capable of 
performing every duty which God requires. I am aware, that it has’ 
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been supposed by some that the strivings of the Spirit are granted to 
enabje-men to do their duty. _ But this opinion is evidently erroneous ; 
for it implies*that sinners, antecedent to the strivings of the Spirit, 
are not able to do their duty, and consequently are not culpable for 
neglecting it. Besides, if sinners without the striving of the Spirit 
are incapable of doing their duty, then God is in justice bound to 
grant them the strivings of the Spirit, or to excuse them from doing 
their duty ; an alternative utterly subversive of the whole system of 
grace. But the object for which the Spirit strives with sinners is not 
to enable them to do their duty, but to convince them of sin. It gives 
no new powers to the sinner. These he did not need; for he pos- 
sessed before all the powers of moral agency. If it were not so, he 
would not be accountable nor criminal. All men, therefore, are made 
capable of complying with the terms of the gospel. 

Suitable motives are also set before them to duce them to comply. 
God, in his word, has offered heaven with all its glories on the one 
hand ;_ and threatened hell with all its miseries on the other. More 
powerful motives than these cannot possibly be presented to the 
human mind. 

All this God has done for all men. He has provided a Savior. 
He has offered salvation. He has made all men capable of accept- 
ing it; and presented to them the most powerful motives to induce 
them to accept. 

The question now is, Is this all which God ever does for the salva- 
tion of any of the human race? 

Before I proceed to answer this inquiry, I will premise one or two 
remarks. 

1. If this were all which God ever does for the salvation of any 
of the human race, it is more than they have any right to demand. 
Man, as a sinner, has no claim to any favor. He is justly condemned ; 
and a criminal justly condemned has no claim to pardon, or te the 
offer of pardon on any condition whatever. God was under no obli- 
gation to provide a Savior, or to offer salvation to one of the human 
race. In doing it, thérefore, he has done more for them than they had 
any right to claim. He has displayed the riches of his grace. 

2. Supposing this were all which God has done for the salvation 
of any of the human race, those who perish will not only perish 
justly, but their condemnation will be pre-eminently just. It will be 
seen by all intelligent beings in the universe, that they perish wholly 
through their own fault. Why do any perish? In the first pkace, 
they have transgressed the divine law, and fallen under its.eurse ; and as 
the law is holy, just, and good, their condemnation is just... But God has 
not left them in this state without hope. He has given hits Son to be 
a propitiation for their sins, and offered them pardon on reasonable con- 
ditions ; on conditions with which they are capable of complying ; and 
set before them the strongest inducements to accept. And now why 
do they perish? Because they voluntarily reject the mercy offered. 
And can they now charge their ruin upon their Maker?’ When he 
has provided an.atonement for them, and thrown open the door of 
heaven, and invited them to enter; can they say that it is his fault 
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that they are not saved? If a poor beggar spurns from him the hand 
that offers to feed him, whose fault is it that he perishes with hunger ? 
If a criminal, who is justly condemned refuses to accept a pardon 
which is freely offered to him, whose fault is it if he is not pardoned? 
And if sinners who are justly condemned refuse to accept the salva- 
tion which is freely offered to them, whose fault is it if they perish? 
What has God done to hinder their salvation? Has he compelled 
them to sin? Has he laid them under restraint? Has he hedged 
up the path of life so that they cannot walk in it if they choose? 
No. They are laid under no restraint. Life and death are set be- 
fore them, and they are capable of choosing between them. The 
reason that they perish is, that they reject the counsel of God against 
themselves. They choose the road that leads to death, and will not 
come to Christ, that they might have life. ‘Thus they perish wholly 
through their own fault, and will have none to blame but themselves. 

But the question returns,—Is this all which God ever does for the 
salvation of any of the human race? On the supposition that it is 
all, the question at once arises, how comes it to pass that some 
obey the gospel, while others disobey? To what are we to attribute 
this difference? If all which God does is to prepare the way for all, 
and place suitable motives before them; why do not all comply, or 
all refuse? ‘They are alike free agents, and capable of being influ- 
enced by motives. Why then do some yield to the motives, while 
others resist them? Why do some make aright use of their free 
agency, while others pervert it? If God does no more to give effi- 
cacy to motives in one case than in another, why do not the same 
motives produce the same effects in all cases? Why did Peter believe 
in Christ, while Judas remained an unbeliever? Why did Paul become 
a disciple, while multitudes of the Pharisees persisted in unbelief? 
Why did one of the thieves on the cross embrace Christ, while the other 
continued to revile him? And why is it, that wherever the gospel has 
been preached, some have believed, while others have believed not ? 

Will it be said, that those who believe are by nature less depraved, 
less averse to holiness, and more inclined to yield to the motives of 
the Gospel, than others? This cannot be said with truth; for as in 
water, face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. They 
are all by nature children of wrath. Besides, not a few who have 
been distinguished for their wickedness, and for their hostility 
to the truth, have been made the subjects of renewing grace. 
Paul testifies that he was the chief of sinners, and yet he obtained 
merey, while many who manifested far less opposition to Christianity 
continued in unbelief. How is this fact to be explained? Besides, 
if God only presents motives to the mind, why is it that the same 
motives which have long been resisted, sometimes prove effectual ? 
Why is a sinner sometimes converted, after having long abused the 
means of grace, and resisted every motive presented to his mind? If 
God does no more to render -means efficacious at one time than at 
another, why were they not effectual upon the individual supposed, 
while his heart was less hard, and his habits in sin less confirmed? 
These facts are utterly inexplicable, without admitting a special Divine 
agency in the conversion of sinners. 
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But, to the law, and to the testimony. The apostle says, By the 
grace of God I am what Iam. He felt that it was owing to the dis- 
tinguishing grace of God, that he was brought to embrace that Savior 
whom he had rejected and despised. And to the same grace he 
ascribed the salvation of all true believers. Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
toashing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Who 
then is Paul, or who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every man? ‘To the Ephesian believers he says, 
You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins ; wherein 
in times past ye walked according to the course of this world, accord- 
ing to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience ; among whom also we all had our conver- 
sation in times past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh, and of the mind; and were by nature children of wrath even as 
others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love whereunth he 
hath loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ (by grace ye are saved): und hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that in 
the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace, in his 
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God. To 
the Philippians he says in the text, Work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling ; for it is God that worketh in you to will, and to do, of 
his good pleasure. Is this doing no more than to prepare the way of 
salvation, to enable men to accept offered mercy, and to present motives 
to their minds? God is here represented as performing a work in 
them. And whatis the work? It is God that worketh in you TO WILL 
AND To vo. This surely is something different from giving them 
ability to do their duty ; it is making them willing to do it. Agree- 
ably to the declaration of the Psalmist,— Thy people shall be willing in 
the day of thy power. ‘The great point of difference between the saint 
and the sinner is, the one is willing to do his duty, the other is not 
willing. It does not lie in the fact that one has opportunity and 
ability to secure eternal life, while the other has not. Both are alike 
free agents. Both have the same opportunity and ability to obtain an 
interest in Christ. But one is willing to obey the gospel, and the other 
is not. Sinners will not come to Christ that they might have life. 
Hence it is necessary, not only that the way of salvation should be 
prepared, and mercy offered, and motives presented; but that God 
should work in men TO WILL AND TO Do, that is, that he should incline 
their hearts to accept the mercy offered. ‘That he actually does this 
for all those who are the subjects of his grace, the Scriptures explicitly 
assure us. A new heart will I give you, and a right spirit will I put 
within you, and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spir-t within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

If we look through the Bible, we shall find, that all the Christian 
graces are ascribed to God as their author. 

He is the author of repentance. Him hath God exalted at his own 
right hand, To GIVE REPENTANCE unto Ierael and remission of sins. 
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Then hath God also to the gentiles GRANTED REPENTANCE unto life. 
In meekness instructing them that oppose themselves, if peradventure 
God will GIVE THEM REPENTANCE. 

Faith, in no less explicit terms, is ascribed to God as its author. 
By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, IT 18 
THE Girt oF Gop. | Looking unto Jesus THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF 
our FaitH. Wherein also ye are risen with him through THE FAITH 
OF THE OPERATION OF Gop. 

Love is the gift of God. The fruit of the Spirit is love. The love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. 

A spirit of prayer is the gift of God. We know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, 
with groanings which cannot beuttered. Iwill pour out upon the house 
of David, and — the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a spirit of grace 
and of su 

rat is the aren of all the Christian graces. The fruit of the 
Spirit is love. joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, temper- 
ance, patience, faith. 

In short, the Christian character is of his formation. We are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works. He that hath 
wrought us for the self-same thing, is God, who hath also given to us 
the earnest of the Spirit. 

We are now prepared to form some opinion of the nature of that 
work which God performs in effecting the salvation of sinners. It is 
not merely an outward work, as some have supposed. It does not 
consist merely in providing a Savior, offering salvation, giving ability 
to accept, and presenting motives to the mind. In addition to all this, 
there is an inward effectual work. God renews the heart. He influé 
ences the will. He changes enmity into love, melts the hard heart 
into penitence, and transforms the rebel into a loyal and obedient sub- 
ject of his kingdom. In short, he works in his people to will and to do. 

But in the mean time they must work out their own salvation with 

Sear and trembling. The agency of God does not destroy the agency 

of men. On the contrary, it puts their agency into operation, and 
guides and directs it to a proper end. When God works in men to 
will and to do—they will and do. They act, and act voluntarily—as 
much so as if they were entirely independent. ‘To show that this is not 
impossible, let it be observed, that we act upon the minds of our fellow- 
men by arguments and persuasions; and we influence their conduct 
by the motives which we present to their minds. The whole system 
of intercourse between man and man is a system of mutual influence, 
But who ever supposed that his agency was destroyed, or his freedom 
impaired, by the influence exerted upon him by his fellow-men? Ido 
not mean to assert that the manner in which God acts upon our minds, 
is the same as that in which one man acts upon the mind of another, 
But whatever the manner be, it does not impair our free agency, any 
more than the influence exerted upon us by our felow-men. When 
the sinner is made willing to comply with the invitations of the Gospel, 
he complies as freely as a man ever complies with the solicitations of 
a 
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And here let it be particularly noted, that the special dependence of 
sinners on God for salvation results entirely from the perverseness of 
their hearts. ‘The reason that a supernatural Divine influence is 
necessary to bring them to the belief and obedience of the truth, is not 
because they are incapable of obeying the Gospel; but because they 
will not come to Christ that they might have life. It is necessary that 
God should give them repentance, because they will not repent of them- 
selves. If they were inclined to do their duty, they would need no 
supernatural Divine influence. ‘They are dependent on God for salva- 
tion, not because they are not free agents, but because they abuse and 
pervert their free agency. 

Permit me here to correct a mistake into which multitudes have 
fallen. They always associate the idea of dependence with that of 
inability to do their duty. When they read in the Scriptures such 
declarations as the following: Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that showeth mercy. By grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: they 
conclude that until God shall grant the influences of his Spirit, they are 
really unable to do their duty; and that they need these influences to 
give them power to do their duty. But this is altogether a mistake, 
and a mistake of very dangerous tendency; for it tends directly to 
blind the eyes of the sinner to his true character and condition. While 
he feels that he is unable to do his duty, in any other sense than that 
he is unwilling, he does not feel guilty for neglecting it. He views 
his depravity as a calamity merely, and not as a crime. He does not 


take the blame to himself, but casts it upon his Maker. He feels that 
he has a good excuse for neglecting the great salvation, because he 


persuades himself that he cannot do otherwise. He feels that it is not 
his fault that he is not a Christian ; but that it is owing entirely to the 
fact that God does not grant his regenerating grace. 

Now the truth is, the influences of the Divine Spirit are never granted 
to give the sinner ability to do his duty. He is able without them. 
The sinner has all the natural ability which the saint possesses; and 
it is wholly his own fault that he does not immediately embrace the 
Gospel. He is not dependent on God in any such sense, as to furnish 
him with the least excuse for continuing another moment a rebel 
against God. God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent. 
This is a reasonable command; and every sinner is under obligation 
to obey it. If he does not obey, he sins. Every moment that he 
refuses to obey, he sins. He sins voluntarily, and is without excuse. 

It will not avail him to plead that he has no power to obey. He 
has power. If he has power to sin, he has power to cease from sin- 
ning—if he has power to rebel against God, he has power to submit 
to God. He has all the power which he needs : all, indeed, which he 
ean possess. If God were to renew his heart this moment, his power 
would not be increased; he would only be willing to use aright the 

wer which he now abuses and perverts. 

It will not avail him to plead that God has not granted him the 
influences of his Spirit. ‘Those influences God is under no obligation 
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to grant; and if he never grants them, the sinner’s duty remains the 
same. When God works in men to will and to do, it is not to enable 
them to do their duty; but to incline them to do what they are able to do, 
and what they ought to do, without any supernatural Divine influence. 

But the sinner sometimes says, “ Am I able to change my own 
will?” I know of no better way to answer this inquiry than to apply 
it to a familiar case. Suppose you have a stubborn, disobedient child, 
who utterly refuses to obey your commands. You expostulate with 
him: you show him the reasonableness of your commands, and the 
consequences of persisting in disobedience: you show him clearly 
that he is able to obey, and that his continued disobedience is owing 
solely to his perverse and obstinate will. But still he objects, and 
justifies himself; and, as his last resort, says, “ Can I change my will?” 
Would you feel that he has now a good excuse? And if you should 
perceive that his obstinacy was so great as to render fruitless all your 
persuasions, would you feel that he was really unable to obey you, 
and that he ought to be exonerated from blame? On the contrary, 
would you not feel that this stubbornness was the very thing for which 
he was criminal, and that his guilt was in proportion to the degree of 
his obstinacy. So in the case of sinners ; their dependence on divine 
grace, so far from rendering them guiltless, shows that their guilt is 
exceedingly heinous, for their dependence results solely from the des- 
perate wickedness of their hearts. 

But here another inquiry arises. If it be a fact that sinners will not 
obey the Gospel till made willing in the day of God’s power, why 
preach to them the Gospel ?—-Why exhort, and warn, and beseech 
them to lay hold on eternal life, if nothing short of Divine power will 
ever influence them to comply with the conditions of pardon ? 

I answer,—we preach to them the Gospel, because God commands 
us to do it; and because this is a means which he has ordained to 
effect the purposes of his grace. His kingdom is a kingdom of means, 
‘and it pleases him, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that be- 
lieve. The word of God is the sword of the Spirit, the instrument 
which he employs in subduing the heart. ‘The Gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation. When the truth comes home to the heart and 
conscience, and the sinner yields to its influence, then it is that God 
works in him to will and to do. And when any individual finds him- 
self inclined to yield to the motives of the Gospel, he may conclude 
that God is influencing his mind. It is a secret, silent influence, which 
is known only by its effects. 

How many have the Gospel, upon whom it produces no salutary 
effect. And why? Not because they are incapable of yielding to 
the motives of the Gospel; but because they resist these motives. 
They are unwilling to break off their sins by righteousness—they are 
unwilling to renounce the world, and take up their cross and follow 
Christ. And when all the solemn and affecting motives of the Gospel 
are presented to their minds, they still resist, and with one consent begin 
tomake excuse. Such is human nature. Such is the desperate wick- 
edness of the human heart. Hence it is that the sovereign interposi- 
tion of God is necessary to effect the salvation of apostate man. 
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Does any one say, “ How can I obey the Gospel until God shall 
renew my heart?” I answer,—the difficulty which lies in your way 
is not the want of power, but the want of an inclination. If you are 
really willing to obey, there is nothing to hinder. You need not 
wait for God to operate on your heart ; for if you are truly willing to 
obey the Gospel, God is now operating on your heart. If he were 
not, you would not be willing. Work out, then, your salvation with 
fear and trembling ; lay hold on eternal life ; gine all diligence to make 
your calling and election sure. ‘There is nothing to hinder you from 
coming to Christ and securing eternal life, if you are willing to come, 
Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely. But if you 
are unwilling, why complain of the want of power? Why say, how 
can | repent !—how can I believe !—how can I renounce the world? 
when the fact is, that you are unwilling to do it. Why do you excuse 
and justify yourself, and cast the blame on your Maker, when, in infinite 
mercy, he expostulates with you, saying, As IJ live, saith the Lord God, 
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that he turn and live ; 
turn ye, turn ye, for why will you die? 

To conclude: in view of this subject, we see the fatal mistake of 
those who flatter themselves that they have nothing todo. ‘There are 
many who say, if God has determined to save us, we shall be saved, 
let us do what we will. We may therefore as well fold our hands, 
and rest securely in sin, as to seek our salvation. Is any one in this 
assembly thus quieting his conscience? let me say to him, resting in 
this presumption, you will not be saved. Is this working out your 
salvation with fear and trembling? Is this striving to enter in at the 
strait gate? Is this seeking the Lord while he may be found? Is 
this running the Christian race, and fighting the good fight of faith, 
and laying hold on eternal life? Rest assured, that you cannot be 
saved without your own exertions. You might as well refuse to eat 
and drink, and trust in God to preserve your life, as to refuse to work 
out your salvation, and trust in God to save you. If God has de- 
termined to save you, you will not be carried to heaven in stupidity 
and sin. You will be waked from your slumbers. You will find that 
there is a tremendous weight of responsibility resting on you, You 
will find that you have something to do—that you have much to do—. 
and you will be disposed to do what your hand findeth to do with your 
might, If God shall save you, he will save you by causing you to 
work out your own salvation. And just so long as you are disposed 
to slumber in this state of spiritual apathy, you have no more reason 
to expect salvation than you have to look for grapes on thorns, or figs 
on thistles. ©, how many are dreaming of heaven, and waiting, as 
they imagine, for God to convert them! But, ah! what multitudes 
have waited all their lives, and are waiting still ; and will wait till the 
quenchless fire shall cease to burn, and the deathless worm shall dio, 

Sinner, wake, I beseech you, from this delusive dream—flee from 
this enchanted ground ; for verily as God liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
there is but a step between thee and death Escape for thy life. look 
not behind thee, neither tarry in all the plain ; escupe to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed, 












SERMON CXXVIII. 
BY ALVAN HYDE, D. D. 
LEE, MASS, 


THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 


Gaatians, Vv. 22, 23.—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 


long: suffering, gentleness. goodness, faith, meekness, temperance 

against such there is no law. 

In the chapter containing the text, the apostle contrasts the appear- 
ance and conduct of men as they are by nature, with their appearance 
and conduct when renewed by the Holy Spirit. ‘Now the works of 
the flesh,” he says, “ are manifest, which are these ;—adultery, forni- 
cation, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va- 
riance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of the which I tell you before, 
as I have told you in time past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God.” It is a black catalogue of crimes; 
and they are not peculiar to any age or nation. But what a mighty 
change does the Holy Ghost produce. “ The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance : against such there is no law.” There is no law against 
these, because they are exactly what the Divine law requires. 

These fruits of the Spirit are essential to the Christian character. 
Of this Christ fully assures us, when he says, “ Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples.” My 
brethren, in this day of religious revivals, when the number of Christ’s 
disciples is so greatly multiplied, it is all-important to distinguish be- 
tween true and false religion. It deeply concerns all to bring their 
feelings and conduct to the word of God, as the only true test of char- 
acter. In whatever place, and by whatever instruments and extraor- 
dinary means, we may suppose ourselves to have been converted, we 
cannot expect to reach heaven, unless we, in this world, bring forth 
the fruit of the Spirit. We have before us, then, a subject of great 
moment, not only to the church, but to the many individuals who hope 
they have recently passed from death unto life, yea, to all who are 
candidates for eternity. In discussing it, I have only to follow the 
method marked cut by the apostle in the text. 

I. “ The fruit of the Spirit is Love.” 

This holy affection is entirely different from the love of the 
things of this world. If we have been taught of the Spirit, the 
things of this world, though good in themselves, will all be counted 
nothing, and less than nothing, in comparison with things unseen 
and eternal. Whoever has found the pearl of great price con- 
siders what he has given up for it, though once his treasure, as mean 
and worthless. He now hates what he once loved, and loves what he 
once hated. In this great change of mind and affections he has been 
perfectly free and voluntary as ever he was in laying up a treasure on 
the earth, The Holy Spirit, in a way not perceived by himself, has 
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influenced him to love what was always lovely, and what, as a rational 
being, he ought ever to have loved. But what does the Christian love, 
which he did not when an impenitent sinner? He loves God: he loves 
his Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor. ‘To be more particular, he 
loves the character of God, as exhibited in the Bible, and seeks to be 
acquainted with it ;—and the more he contemplates this character, the 
more he desires to increase his knowledge of it, and the more lovely 
it appears. The true Christian delights to meditate upon all the natu- 
ral and moral attributes of God. He has an abiding conviction that 
God is infinitely great, without beginning, everywhere present, possess- 
ing infinite knowledge and power, and unchangeably the same. He 
loves and adores him as a God of holiness, justice, and mercy. The 
apostle John says, and the experience of every true disciple of Christ 
aceords with his testimony: “ God is love ; and he that dwelleth in 
leve, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 

This love to God is not natural to man,—it is invariably a fruit of 
the Spirit ; and if our souls rest upon God as their best portion, the 
Holy Spirit has begun to sanctify us “ through the belief of the truth.” 
We have found a refuge, and one which is infinitely safe. It will be 
tous a stronghold in the day of trouble. If we love God, we cer- 
tainly shall love his Jaw, because it is an exhibition of his character. 
The law is indeed a transcript of the holiness of God. Into this we 
may look and see what he loves and what he abhors. The true dis- 
ciple of Christ wishes for no abatement of the Divine law, though he is 
conscious of having fallen under its condemnation. He loves it, because 
he discerns its purity and perfection. So felt the pious Psalmist, when 
he said, “Oh, how love I thy law ; it is my meditation all the day.” 

This love, which is a fruit of the Spirit, is in opposition to selfish- 
ness, and extends to our neighbor. It influences all who possess it 
to seek the welfare of others, and to do good, even to their enemies, 
in direct opposition to the feelings and maxims of this world. Holy 
love makes men resemble God. And does not God love his enemies ? 
Is he not kind to the evil and unthankful? If this were not true, what 
hope would there be in the case of rebellious men? What hope in 
the case of any of us? Let us consider what Christ said on this im- 
portant point: —“ God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
‘lasting life.” He so loved the world when men were his enemies, and 
gave unquestionable proof of it, in making ample provision for their 
pardon. ‘To the same effect is the testimony of the apostle :—“ God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we were sinners, Christ 
died for us.” It is an obvious truth, then, that all who have expe- 
rienced saving conversion, and have the image of God stamped upon 
their souls, are, like him, benevolent to their enemies. Such as cherish 
ill-will towards those who injure them have fearful reason to decide 
against the genuineness of their religion ; for love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor. And how does the true convert, now loving what he for- 
merly hated, feel towards Christ, the great Redeemer of men, who is 
“God manifest in the flesh?” How does he view his character and 
his amazing condescension in dying on the cross for his enemies? He 
admires this exhibition of pure benevolence. His love flows out to 
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Christ, as being the “ chief among ten thousands,” and it extends to 
all who bear his image. Love to the brethren is one of the distinctive 
marks of having “ passed from death unto life.” It may be further 
remarked, that when holy love is produced in the heart, it is made 
manifest by a change of conduct. He who loves God seeks and finds 
his happiness in obeying him. The true convert finds that in keeping 
God’s commandments there is great reward. The reward is found 
in the keeping of them; and of course, he begins to reap as soon as he 
begins to sow. Where there is evidence of this love, there is ground 
to hope a saving change has been wrought in the soul. 

IL. Another fruit of the Spirit is soy. 

A sinful and impenitent state of mind is a sorrowful state. The 
unbeliever possesses nothing which can satisfy his immortal mind, 
however successful he may be in his worldly pursuits. He may labor 
and toil to accumulate a treasure; but he is liable every moment to 
lose it; and he is conscious that, when obtained, it can afford him 
none of that consolation which he needs, as one fast approaching eter- 
nal scenes. Let an unbeliever survey his earthly treasure, and then 
look forward to a dying bed; will he see any thing to console him? 
A gloom at once comes over his mind. He cannot contemplate what 
he knows to be facts in relation to himself, and be joyful. Let him 
reflect on his stupid and unbelieving state of mind, on his practical re- 
jection of Christ, and his prayerless life, and then look forward to the 
day of judgment. Will he, thus viewing things as they are, find any 
ground for joy? No; he is constrained to banish such reflections as 
unwelcome intruders destroying all his peace: “'The way of trans- 
gressors is hard.” 

Holy joy, such as is felt by angels and the redeemed in heaven, is 
a fruit of the Spirit. ‘The Christian has joy in his soul—joy in believ- 
ing—joy in his Savior—joy in his precious promises—joy when engaged 
in his service—and joy when he contemplates the glory which is to 
follow. ‘The Savior assured his disciples, and he gives the same as- 
surance to all who take up their cross and follow him, that, however 
numerous are their sorrows in this world, they shall all be turned into 
joy, and it shall be such joy as no man can take from them. This 
joyful frame of mind in the salvation and service of the Lord is pecu- 
liar to believers. It is far from enthusiasm—it is rational—and, ac- 
cording to the testimony of God, there is sufficient ground for it. The 
Savior says to all who have given up the vanities of the world, and 
enlisted under his banner, “ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me.” There is noclassof people on earth whether 
high or low, learned or unlearned, who have reason to be joyful, but 
those who, like Paul, “ count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.” This peculiar people have 
placed their hopes where they cannot be disappointed. One of the 
important inquiries, then, to be made by those whose thoughts. are 
turned upon the great subject of religion, is this, have we joy in be- 
lieving? ‘This being a fact, there is evidence of a saving change. 

III. Another fruit of the Spirit is Pzacr. 

As there is no joy to those who spend their time in laying up trea- 
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sures on the earth, so there can be no peace. The heart of every 
impenitent sinner is “ like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” But it is not so with the believer. 
Having escaped the pollutions of this world, and taken refuge in Christ, 
he has found peace. Before this great change was wrought in his 
soul, he had ever been prone to strive and contend with his Maker, 
¢ealling him a hard master. Under the frowns of his righteous Provi- 
dence, he indulged in murmuring ; but being taught by the Spirit, his 
lofty looks are brought down. He now feels willing, yea, he esteems 
it his highest privilege, to be in the hands of God. He is reconciled 
to his character and government, and, believing that he does all things 
well, he is at peace. If any have not this frame of mind—if they 
are not reconciled to God, they have not that fruit of the Spirit which 
is called peace, and of course, the Lord Jesus has no delight in them. 
To indulge a murmuring disposition is certainly to be altogether unlike 
Christ; and “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 

Of this peace, which is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, it may be affirmed, 
further, that it is not only an habitual calmness of soul, which the Sa- 
vior promised when he said, “ My peace I give unto you;” but it is 
a peaceful deportment towards others. The religion of Jesus, imparted 
by the Holy Spirit to the soul of any person, produces his-lovely 
image. His excellent spirit is imbibed, influencing that person to be 
peaceable, and a peacemaker. In almost all churches there are some 
who, though they make high pretensions to religion, and at times have 
much zeal, are frequently seen engaged in unhappy contentions with 
their neighbors. But this is no mark of Christian character. Let 
professors of religion of this description carefully survey the example 
of Christ, and they must see that they are very unlike him; for “ when 
he was reviled, he reviled not again.” If, then, one of the fruits of 
the Spirit is peace—peace of conscience and a peaceable disposition 
—we must conclude that a contentious turn of mind is a dark mark in 
the case of a professor, and a poor preparation for heaven. The Sa- 
vior will not delight in those who partake not of his Spirit. He will 
say to them, “I know you not.” He has already said it in his Word. 

IV. Another fruit of the Spirit, specified in the text, is LoNG-suF- 
FERING. P 

All men are naturally inclined to esteem themselves more highly 
than they ought. This disposition makes them impatient and restless 
when reproached, and when called to endure any cross. But one of 
the first lessons which the religion of Jesus teaches, and one of the 
first-fruits of the renewed heart, is self-denial. In the case of every 
person, faint must be his evidence of having experienced the great 
change, unless he can bear with some degree of patience the re- 
proaches of an ungodly world, and the trials and crosses which a 
righteous Providence brings upon him. The Holy Spirit brings sin- 
ners to a sight of the greatness of God, and produces ap abiding con- 
viction that his government extends to every event, even to the most 
minute occurrences ; and this leads them to endure long. Let us not 
lose sight of the example of Christ. Are we not all witnesses that 
he has been long-suffering to us-ward? But for this, we should not 
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have seen this Sabbath, nor have been favored with the invaluable 
privileges we now enjoy: Will not all who partake of his spirit ex- 
ercise forbearance towards one another? Will they be backward to 
forgive? Will they harbor ill-will or any feelings towards their 
brethren or others which will prevent them from falling down on their 
knees and praying for them? What were the feelings manifested by 
the Lord of glory, while, in view of the gazing multitude, he endured 
the tortures of the cross? He prayed for those who cruelly mocked 
his sufferings, yea, for his murderers, saying, “ Father, forgive them, 
fur they know not what they do.” This was the spirit of Christ; 
and the Holy Spirit leaves an impress of the same heavenly temper 
on the souls of all who have been born again. The divine require- 
ment is, that “ with long-suffering, we forbear one another in love; 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
All conversions, however remarkable in the first indications of them, 
which fail of making men, in their tempers, resemble Christ, are of 
little worth. 

_ V.. Another fruit of the Spirit is GENTLENESs. 

This is an humble, mild, unassuming, and inoffensive nui 
The real Christian, when looking at his own imperfections, and espe- 
cially when he takes an impartial survey of his own heart, sees much 
more to condemn in himself than he can see in others, as he louks on 
their exterior only. He, ther 2fore, in his feelings, takes a low place, 
and is ready to esteem others better than himself. Even the apostle 
Paul: spoke of himself as being “less than the least of all saints,” 
My brethren, humility is that which becomes us, for what have we to 
be proud of? Do we cherish a hope of being in the family of Christ ? 
We must not forget the depths of sin, pollution, and wretchedness from 
which we have been redeemed. Keeping this in view, we shall be 
gentle towards all men, “ in meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves.” The Holy Spirit never teaches men to be censorious, 
but to imitate the gentleness of Christ. 

VI. Another fruit of the Spirit is coopness. 

The Christian character is not formed by one act, however good, nor 
by a number of acts performed at long intervals, but by a series of them 
rendered habitual. -“ A good tree bringeth forth good fruit.” The 
habits of a Christian are good at home and abroad, in the field and 
in the work-shop. He is sincere in his professions and declarations, 
and upright in his intereourse with friends and foes. He acts in the 
fear of God, and stands in awe of him when temptations arise. His . 
character is made up by a careful attention to numerous things, litile 
as well as great. Religion planted in his soul sweetens all his affec- 
tions,-and makes him appear heavenly-minded. Put the whole to- 
gether and it is goodness. This is a fruit of the Spirit, discerned by 
seeing the whole man renewed. Most evidently, that temper of mind 
which will influence us to obey one of God’s requirements will influ- 
ence us to obey them all, as far as we understand them. For this 
fruit of the Spirit in themselves let all faithfully search, who would 
found their hope of salvation on their resembling Christ, the King and 
Head of the church. 
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VIl. Another fruit of the Spirit is rarrn. 

By this is meant confidence in God—in his testimony—in his prom- 
ises, and an entire resting of the soul on Christ for pardon and sal- 
vation. Inthe exercise of faith, the new-born soul discovers his own 
tuined and helpless condition, and the all-sufficiency of Christ. It 
is a free, voluntary act. No act of the mind can be more so, and 
yet it is a fruit of the Spirit. In some favored moment, when the 
sinner was hearing or reading the word of God, or meditating on his 
lost condition, and perhaps ready to despair of help, the blindness 
caused by sin was removed, and he saw at once the way of escape. 
He fled for refuge to Christ, and laid hold on the hope set before 
him. This voluntary act of the convicted sinner, embracing the Gos- 
pel with his whole heart, is faith. The evidence of the existence of 
this faith is obedience to God, not merely with respect to a few of his 
requirements deemed most important, but obedience to him in all 
those things which constitute the Christian character. My brethren, 
are you conscious of having found this refuge, this anchor to your 
souls? When you think of the guilt and ruin which you brought 
upon yourselves, and contemplate the great salvation, is Christ all in 
all to you? Could you have the least hope of pardon, without full 
confidence in the mediation, righteousness, and intercession of Christ? 
If you believe the testimony of God respecting Christ, and truly feel 
that he is just what you need, and all you need, as sinners, and cheer- 
fully cast yourselves upon him, you may have hope of salvation. You 
may be comforted—you are comforted. It cannot be otherwise, if you 
believe what God has said, and do, in fact, feel and act accordingly. 

Some appear to have a trembling hope that they are running the 
Christian race, and yet are so full of doubts as to run uncertainly. 
They have little comfort, because they have little evidence and great 
weakness of faith. This is their own fault. Supposing they are 
Christians, all their darkness and doubts must arise from their own 
unfaithfulness to their souls. The path to heaven is drawn by the 
Holy ‘Spirit with great clearness, and so is the path to endless wo. 
Let any person take up the Bible, and carefully attend to the marks 
of a Christian, and the marks of an impenitent sinner, and then im- 
partially look at himself, and examine his conduct and feelings; he 
need not be at a loss with respect to his real character. My brethren, 
we may know enough of ourselves to decide where our treasure is. 
If it is in heaven, our hearts are there; if on the earth, our hearts 
are here. What we love most invariably has the most of our thoughts, 
and is made the greatest account of in our feelings and plans, and 
this very object is our treasure. If this object be Christ and his king- 
dom, we have true faith—that faith which works by love, and which 
is a fruit of the Spirit. We have been changed from nature to grace. 
This is a wonderful change, a transforming change, called in the 
Scriptures a new creation. It is never effected by the power, or 
might, or eloquence of man, but by the Spirit of God; and yet all 
who have been thus transformed have been perfectly free and volun 
tary from the first of their convictions until they have found them- 
selves rejoicing in hope. They have exercised faith, and yet their 
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faith was the gift of God. The all-penetrating eye of Jesus Christ 
discerns, this moment, the state of each of our souls, and if we cor- 
dially accept his righteousness, he owns us as his disciples. . 

VIII. Another fruit of the Spirit is mFEKNEss. 

The apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, said, «1 beseech 
you by the meekness of Christ.” This temper of mind produced by 
the Spirit is in opposition to pride and self-confidence. Here again 
all true Christians resemble Christ ; and if any who pretend to be his 
followers have not the resemblance, they deserve not the name of 
Christians. Christ was “meek and lowly in heart,” and calm under 
the most injurious treatment ;—and he calls upon us to look at his 
example and copy it. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
when he was mocked, and tortured, and spit upon, not a frowning 
word did he utter. Was not this exhibition of feelings made by Christ, 
when his enemies were venting their rage and malice against him, 
totally different from what we ever see in depraved man? This was 
meekness ; and all who have been born of the Spirit exercise them- 
selves to be like him. This lovely image of Christ, developed in the 
lifé and character, is a genuine fruit of the Spirit. While unrenewed, 
we resemble tigers in our dispositions ; but we must be changed, and 
become like /ambs in our tempers. 

IX. Another fruit of the Spirit is TEMPERANCE. 

My brethren, we all are naturally inclined to self-indulgence, and to 
an intemperate use of the good things of common Providence; but self- 
indulgence wars against the soul. With respect to this point, many 
are strangely blinded and strangely inconsistent. They presume to 
cherish a hope of being in a pardoned state, and that they are running 
the Christian race, and yet, though they do not wholly give up them- 
selves to intemperance, it must be said of them, they are bordering 
upon it. ‘They venture quite too far in indulging their sinful propensi- 
ties. ‘They conform to the company into which they fall, and to the 
customs of the place where they live. In this. way, they not only de- 
stroy their own peace, but endanger the souls of others. The impenitent 
are always watching for something to countenance them in those who 
profess to be on their way to the heavenly world. Here, then, let all 
who indulge the hope of having been renewed solemnly pause, and 
examine the fruit which they bear. Does not the word of God repre- 
sent the bodies of Christians to be “temples of the Holy Ghost?” If . 
any, then, cherish the hope of being Christians, they should keep their 
bodies pure, lest the Holy Spirit be grieved away from them. Will 
the blessed Comforter take up his abode in a body which is polluted 
with intemperance, or any sin habitually indulged? Would we retain 
the Holy Spirit, we must abstain from every sin. What if this should 
occasion a severe conflict, and call for much prayer and watchfulness ? 
The struggle will be an important one, and the victory certain and glo- 
rious, if we only rely on the arm of Him who has said, “ My graceiis 
sufficient for thee.” Doubtless some who have long addicted them- 
selves to ruinous habits will have to cut off a right hand and pluck out: 
a right eye ; but they had better do that than lose their souls ; better 
do that than dishonor the Savior. I have now touched upon a subject 
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on which much light has been shed within a few years. To persist in 
self-indulgence, in opposition to all this light, must be far more criminal 
than would have been the case a few years ago, and stronger evidence 
of not being reconciled to God. The Holy Scriptures do assure us, 
that temperance is one of the fruits of the Spirit: and this fruit must be 
seen in old professors of religion, and in young converts ; or their souls, 
it is to be feared, are not yet washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

We have now seen what is the fruit of the spirit, as stated by the 
apostle in the text. This fruit has been exhibited, as it appears in the 
lives of those who have been renewed, in a variety of Christian acts 
and Christian duties. Let us bear this fruit, and we shall have evi- 
dence that we have “passed from death unto life.” We shall not 
want for a good hope to cheer us on our pilgrimage, for we shall carry 
with us the evidence on which the Christian hope must be founded. 
The Spirit itself will witness with our spirits that we are the children 
of God. Let us do the things comprised in the fruit of the Spirit, and 
be in heart and life like Christ, and we shall have peace and joy, such 
as the world cannot take from us. ‘“ Against these there is no law ;” 
because they are exactly what the Divine law requires of us. ‘Though 
fully convicted of having been vile transgressors, and of being even now 
awfully deficient in feelings and practice, yet we are on the side of the 
law, and have embraced Christ, the great Mediator, who is to us “ the 
end of the law for righteousness.” Standing on this ground, we need 
not fear the condemning sentence of the law. We may hope; we may 
have joy and peace in believing. 

The course of life marked out in this discourse, if entered upon 
and persisted in, will bring us back from our shameful revolt from God. 
Indeed, the design of the covenant of grace is to recover in man that 
holy image of God which he lost in the apostacy. Who ean think of 
being fitted for such a holy place as heaven, unless this image is 
restored to them, and reflected from their souls? Notwithstanding the 
fulness of the atonement, will any who are not freed from the love and 
dominion of sin enter those blissful regions? It would be impossible. 
Nothing that defileth or worketh abomination will enter there. 

Christian brethren, you cannot have listened to the views which have 
been expressed of the fruit of the Spirit without feeling that you have 
taken an important stand in this world, by declaring yourselves the 
friends and followers of Christ. You are under the strongest obliga- 
tions to exhibit in your lives the fruit of the Spirit. The world has 
reason to expect it of you. How many are looking to you for an 
example of purity of life, soundness in the faith, and devotedness to 
Christ? No Christian ever lived in a more interesting crisis. “ En- 
deavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” See that 


you let not down the hand of prayer—and cease not to pray for those 


who are out of the kingdom, that they perish not through unbelief. 
Improve. your opportunities for prayer, for they will not always con- 
tinue. Humbly intercede that the fruits of the Spirit may be seen in 
the lives of all your acquaintance. Pray for the conversion of a 
revolted world. 
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